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KALIMANTAN HAZE EDUCATION GOES 
INTO THE COMMUNITY

The year 2016 ended with no smoke 
in sight for the 19,000 inhabitants of 
Bukit Batu, Central Kalimantan - 
what an amazing feeling for them!

However, they have learned from 
past experience that this is usually 
the case after a horrible year of 
smoke, like the one in 2015. That's 
why YUM is sti l l vigilant and 
continues to go to villages and 
schools, organising workshops, 
discussions as well as planting trees 
and teaching people how to make 
compost. The "No Burning" message 
is emphasised at each one of these 
gatherings.

B e s i d e s t h e w o r k s h o p s a n d 
presentations, volunteer doctors 
continue to come regularly and 
weekends are no holidays for the 
Y U M s t a f f w h o g e n e r o u s l y 
accompany the doctors and organise 
community gatherings so all those in 
need of a check-up get their chance 
to meet the doctor.



FINDING THE RIGHT CAREER PATH
The YUM Vocational Training Centre aims to help young 
people gain employment in the competitive job market 
through skills training. In Cipanas, skills are offered in 
sewing, computer and English language as well as how to 
present for a job interview. The three monthly programs 
are popular with more than 200 students participating 
each term and has been supported by the Priscilla Hall 
Memorial Foundation for the past 5 years.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,GO TO: 
http://priscillahall.org/

category/vocational-training-
centre/

www.globalgiving.org/
projects/provide-skills-for-

indonesian-unemployed-youth

A recent improvement to the program is to provide 
vocational assessment to assist the students to gain 
insight into their personality and career values that best 
suit their profile. In a series of simple card matching 
exercises, individual students can self evaluate their 
character and priorities as well as matching their 
personal interests and strengths to the career. Some 
students have dreams and aspirations which may be 
unrealistic or inconsistent.  However, through these 
activities guided by conversation with a vocational 
teacher, we aim to channel their energy to a realistic 
career plan. 

Career planning and assessment is popular in the 
business community particularly in the corporate sector 
where the Myers Briggs type assessment is well 
known.  Assisting young people to develop this 
personal insight at a young age can be an efficient way 
to clarify their educational and career goals. By 
understanding personal strengths and vulnerabilities, 
each person is more likely to understand how to find 
the most satisfying employment which is realistic for 
their life circumstances.

Written by Lyn Everingham, AVID volunteer
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YUM for a healthier cipanas

Last September, YUM welcomed Rob 
Atkinson, co-founder of Recipes for 
Change, a crowdfunding platform that 
uses recipes to fundraise for various 
projects around the world.

Recipes for Change is helping YUM  
to fundraise for the Mother and Child 
Health Program in Cipanas, West 
Java. The program focuses on 
providing local women with health 
and nutrition consultation, monitoring 
babies and toddlers’ health as well 
as distributing food and nutritious 
supplements when necessary. Every 
year, YUM serves around 500 
women and 500 children in 5 
different health posts. We expect to 
see a reduction in malnutrition and 
s t u n t e d g r o w t h a m o n g t h e 
community’s children thanks to this 
program.

By donating a minimum of $10 on 
the website, you will receive 5 
traditional Javanese recipes. Go to: 
https://www.recipeschange.org/
product/mother-and-child-health-
program-in-west-java/ for more 
information.

Photos courtesy of Rob Atkinson
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interning at yum
Grace Orange, an Arts/Science graduate from Monash 
University (Australia) spent 3 months interning with 
YUM Jakarta as part of her degree. During her 
internship, Grace wrote a research report in which she 
discovered the importance of integrating intestinal 
parasite treatment, which YUM’s health program in 
Cipanas, West Java is now implementing. Below is an 
extract of her interview with Monash University:

What was the internship like?
The internship was more than a full time role in an 
international organisation — I was immersed in a 
completely foreign culture bustling with life and a chaos 
that actually has some kind of order once you get used to 
it. When I arrived at YUM in Jakarta, I was welcomed by a 
team of enterprising and altruistic people who helped me 
understand what they did and my part in it.

How did your report for YUM come about?
The initial idea came to me during a conversation with 
someone back home, who warned me about hookworm. I 
had no prior knowledge, but following some preliminary 
research, I realised that intestinal parasites were an 
endemic problem disproportionately affecting the 
disadvantaged in ways I’d never considered. The report 
focused on the improved results YUM and similar 
organisations might expect to see from their existing 
health and education projects if they eliminated an 
underlying cause of anaemia. My report received 
academic praise, and YUM began treatment for 250 
children last July, with the aim of extending the project to 
Central Kalimantan when funding is available.

To read the full interview 
with Grace Orange, go to: 

artsonline.monash.edu.a
u/news-events/

hookworm-anaemia-
prevention-graceorange/
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focusing on social enterprise

Since 2011, the farm has provided fresh organic 
vegetables to individual customers in Jakarta as well as 
restaurants and resellers. 
The farm now works with several local farmers to connect 
them with a market to sell their produce. Our hope is that 
more farmers will be interested to farm organically in the 
future.

Organic vegetables from the YUM Organic Farm, Cipanas

Edutourism in West Java and Central Kalimantan

For the past 6 years, YUM has welcomed schools and 
groups who wish to spend time volunteering at both our 
project areas. Participants who take part in our activities 
dur ing their stay are asked to contr ibute for 
accommodations, meals, etc. All proceeds go back to 
support the various projects in need of funding.

Merchandise produced by beneficiaries

Working together with the participants of the sewing course 
of the Vocational Training Centre in Cipanas and 
Kalimantan, YUM has created various products that we sell 
at bazaars and online. All proceeds go to generating 
income for the sewers as well as supporting various 
projects.
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AERIAL VIEWS OF YUM KALIMANTAN

In December 2016, YUM Kalimantan received the visit of local television channel DAAI TV who 
did two separate programs about the YUM Sustainable Agriculture project and about the 
Vocational Training Centre. While there, cameraman Dio Mairizki took the opportunity to take 
aerial pictures of YUM’s locations with a drone. Thank you so much Dio!

Vocational Training Centre - KM 37

Research Centre & Organic Farm - KM 30
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meet our new volunteers

Mathew comes to us from the Australian Volunteers 
International organisation, and is currently filling the position as 
English Teaching Officer in YUM Kalimantan, working closely 
with the teachers at the Vocational Training Centre (VTC). Since 
our teachers are recruited locally, it is beneficial for them and for 
the VTC that they upgrade both their teaching methods as well 
as their English skills in order to deliver better courses to the 
students.

With teaching experience in Thailand, Vietnam, the Philippines 
and in Indonesia (a similar position in 2013-2014), YUM 
believes that Mathew is the best person for the job. Having 
started the position in December 2016, Mathew has already 
began training our teaching staff who highly enjoy his presence, 
as you can see in the photo!

Mathew O’Connor

Adam Smith

Adam also comes to us from the Australian Volunteers 
International organisation, and will fill the position of 
Agribusiness Development Officer in Central Kalimantan, and 
will assist the trainers of the Sustainable Agriculture project to 
develop market opportunities for the projects participants, as 
well as:

increase vegetable and crop sales
introduce and train participants in the concept of agri-
business
develop market opportunities for the sale of farmer produce

Adam has worked with the Red Cross in Laos for the past 2 
years connecting farmers in remote villages to markets, so he’s 
the perfect fit for us! Adam starts working in YUM Kalimantan in 
April so we would like to give him a warm welcome!



Head	Office	
Wisma	Subud	#20,	Jl	Fatmawati	No.52  
Jakarta	Seletan	12430,	Indonesia 
Tel:	+62	(21)	769	8505  
Fax:	+62	(21)	769	8504  
Email:	jakarta@yumindonesia.org

Project	Office	-	Cipanas	
Cipanas	YUM	Village	
Jl.	Mariwati	RT.	010/01	
Kampung	Sindang	Layang	
Desa	Cibadak,	Kec.	Sukaresmi	
Kab.	Cianjur,	Jawa	Barat	43253 
Tel:	+62	(263)	514805  

Project	Office	-	Central	Kalimantan		
Kalimantan	YUM	Village	
Jl.	Bukit	Tunggal	
Suka	Mulia,	RT	10/	RW3	
Tangkiling,	Palangka	Raya	
Kalimantan	Tengah	73221 
Tel:	+62	811	5204387  

DONATIONS	

To	find	out	how	you	can	help	improve	the	lives	of	poor	families	in	Indonesia,	log	on	to	the	“Donate”	page	on	our	website	and	
help	give	communities	the	tools	they	need	to	break	the	cycle	of	poverty.	

www.yumindonesia.org

NEWSLETTER MARCH 2017

CONTACT	US

YUM KALIMANTAN signs agreement 
with local government 

YUM Kalimantan has signed an 
agreement with the Social Services 
Agency of Central Kalimantan to 
support YUM’s work in helping the 
disadvantaged communities to gain 
skills and encourage entrepreneurship.

In November 2016, the Head of the 
Social Services Agency in Central 
Kalimantan, Bapak Guntur Talajan, 
signed an MOU with YUM Board 
Member, Bachrun Bustillo.

The MOU cites that the agency will facilitate disadvantaged communities and people with disabilities 
to follow the vocational courses provided by YUM Kalimantan, such as computer skills, hairdressing, 
food production, sewing. “We hope that by following these courses, the participants that we send will 
be able to be more independent, start their own business or can more easily find jobs” says Bapak 
Guntur Talajan.

Photo source: Kalteng Pos
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